
                     
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

February 24, 2008 
 

“We no longer believe because of your word; for we 
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly 

the Savior of the world.” 
- John 4: 42 -- 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO US! 

On Saturday of this week, March 1, 2008 , we will be 
marking the 97th Anniversary of the founding of our 
parish. From 1899 until March 1, 1911, Our Lady of the 
Snows Church, located on the corner of Zimmerman 
and Davis Streets in Clarks Summit was a mission 
church of Saint Patrick’s Parish in Nicholson. The priest 
from Nicholson traveled to Clarks Summit for Masses 
and pastoral care. On March 1, 1911, the first resident 
pastor of Our Lady of the Snows Church arrived and 
that date is marked as the beginning of our parish. In 
three years, in 2011, we will be celebrating the one 
hundredth anniversary of our parish. (1911 was also 
the year in which Clarks Summit was incorporated as a 
borough. 2011 will mark the centennial of the Borough 
of Clarks Summit.) Shortly, we will begin the planning 
process for our centennial celebration. 

   
JAMAICA MISSION PROJECT  

(Second Sunday of Lent) 
Each week during Lent there will be information about 
a Passionist mission site so we can get to know the 
Jamaica Mission.  
JAMAICA  –Jamaica is an island in the West Indies 90 
miles south of Cuba.  It is about the size of 
Connecticut.  It is a constitutional parliamentary 
democracy of about 2,500,000 people.  In 2005, the 
per capita income was $4,000.  Unemployment was at 
15%.  20% of the people work in agriculture, 16% in 
industry, and 63% work in the service industry.  The 
tourist industry is huge but wages are low.  The 
Passionists arrived in Jamaica in 1955 and have 
established parishes, schools, Mt. Calvary Retreat 
House, Mandeville College to train teachers, and the 
Manchester Infirmary.   
Only 4% of Jamaicans are Catholic.  The Jamaican 
Catholic Church has a complex religious situation.  
Over 2,500 different churches compete for members 
from a population of 2.5 million people.  Many 
Jamaicans move from church to church, drawn by 
preaching, music, and a sense of belonging.  The 
Jamaican Passionists’ preaching and prayer promote 
the Catholic message in a way that is adapted to the 
ordinary people.   
 

JAMAICA MISSION PROJECT 
(Third Sunday of Lent) 

Each week during Lent there will be information about 
a Passionist mission site so we can get to know the 
Jamaica Mission.  
CATHOLIC COLLEGE OF MANDEVILLE – Sister Una 
O’Connor founded the college in 1992.  She is still at 

the college as the administrator.  The diocese had a 
goal of upgrading the skills of the teachers in the 
Catholic Schools.  The college’s mission as stated by 
Sr. Una is “to provide quality tertiary education in an 
atmosphere that promotes Christian ethical and moral 
standards, maintain reasonable costs, and enable 
access to this level of qualification for the many people 
in this rural part of Jamaica.”  When the college began 
there were 18 students.  The current enrollment is 
almost 600 students.  The faculty consists of well 
qualified both full and part time members.  The faculty 
is now 98% Jamaican.  Besides degrees in Primary 
Education, the college also offers Guidance and 
Counseling, Special Education, Library Science and 
Information Technology.  Classes are offered from 8:00 
A.M. until 8:00 P.M. so the greatest number of students 
can attend.  The college has grown and is now looking 
for additional space.  The Diocese of Mandeville has 
provided land, but there is a need for financing new 
classroom space and science labs.  Sister Una stated 
that there is also a need to keep tuition down since the 
students are not financially able to pay much tuition.  
She reported that only about 20% of high school 
graduates can attend college, even the government 
schools, due to the high level of poverty.   
For more information about the Jamaica twinning 
project  keep reading the updates every Sunday, or 
contact Anna Scahill at 587-5708. 
 
�������� �� an invitation to live our 
lives and faith in the spirit of global 
solidarity, to build lasting relationships 
and share faith.   
 

LENTEN ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Our topic for this year is “WHERE THE EUCHARIST 
IS, THERE IS THE CHURCH” . Father William Flynn, 
S.S., Pastor of Corpus Christi Church in Montdale will 
be the presenter  for the three sessions. The second  
session is scheduled for this Sunday, February 24, 
2008, from 7:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. , in the Gathering 
Room on the lower level of Our Lady of the Snows 
Church  in Clarks Summit.   
The topic for this second week will be “The Word of 
the Lord! Thanks Be To God!”  Please see the full 
page flyer in another part of this bulletin for more 
details. Please be sure to join us and please bring a 
friend. 

 
CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES COLLECTION 

Next weekend, March 1 and 2 , is the weekend of our 
annual collection for Catholic Social Services . Catholic 
Social Services is spread in many locations throughout the 
Diocese of Scranton. Catholic Social services depends on 
your generosity each year to provide the very valuable 
services of Caring, Serving, and Solving  throughout the 
eleven counties of the Diocese of Scranton. Catholic Social 
Services offers caring by providing material assistance for 
those in crisis and in poverty; Catholic Social Services is 



                     
serving the homeless and those who would otherwise 
become homeless in a great number of shelter and housing 
facilities and programs; Catholic Social Services works to 
preserve families by solving family problems through 
counseling, parenting education and support for children by 
making sure that they live in safe, caring and permanent 
homes. This caring, serving and solving  is carried out 
through a wide variety of outreach and programs and 
facilities that require a great level of financial support. 
Please be as generous as you can be in the second 
collection next weekend.  
 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
Your Sacrificial Offering  for last weekend   amounted 
to $13,581.85.    
Thank you  very much for your generous sharing with 
your parish community each weekend. Your generosity 
makes possible the day-to-day life of our parish 
community with its many ministries. Thank You! ( We 
need an average of $15,900.00 weekly in order to 
make ends meet and take care of our beautiful 
buildings and properties and maintain our many 
ministries. Thank you for all that you do! ) 

WINTER WEATHER 
Because we have come to depend on your regular 
generosity in order to make ends meet, please, if at all 
possible, consider making up your weekly offering the 
following week whenever the bad winter weather 
prevents you from getting to Mass on a weekend. 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

A REMEMBRANCE IN YOUR WILL 
If you are able, a remembrance for your parish in your 
will is a wonderful way to provide for the future well-
being of your parish community. Thank you for 
considering this very special way of sharing with your 
parish family. 

 
THE EASTER TRIDUUM 

The Easter Triduum  will begin on Holy Thursday, 
March 20, 2008, with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
celebrated at 7:00 P.M. in the Church of Saint 
Benedict. On Good Friday, March 21, 2008 , the 
Commemoration of the Lord’s Death will take place 
at 7:00 P.M., in the Church of Saint Benedict. On Holy 
Saturday, March 22, 2008 , the Easter Vigil  will be 
celebrated at 8:00 P.M., in the Church of Saint 
Benedict. On Easter Sunday, March 23, 2008, we will 
have our regular Easter Sunday Mass schedule (to be 
published in future bulletins). Please mark your 
calendars now and plan to gather with your parish 
community to keep these days holy. 

 

LENTEN FAST AND ABSTINENCE 
Good Friday, March 21,  is a day of Fast and 
Abstinence . All Fridays of Lent  are days of 
Abstinence . 
All of the faithful who have reached the age of 14 are 
obliged by the law of abstinence. On a day of 

abstinence, no meat may be eaten by anyone obliged 
by this law. 
All of the faithful from the age of 18 to their 59th 
birthday are obliged by the law to fast. On a fast day, 
those obliged by this law eat only one full meal and two 
partial meals unless dispensed or excused. 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Stations of the Cross  will be prayed in Our Lady of 
the Snows Church each Friday evening of Lent  at 
7:00 P.M. All are invited to participate. On Friday, 
March 14, 2008,  the Living Way of the Cross  will be 
presented at 7:00 P.M. by high school students of our 
parish and community. 

 
LENTEN ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

The annual Lenten Adult Religious Education 
Program  sponsored by the parishes of our region will be 
presented in the Gathering Room  on the lower level of 
Our Lady of the Snows Church on Sunday, February 
17, 2008, Sunday, February 24, 2008, and Sunday, 
March 2, 2008 . The program will begin at 7:00 P.M. and 
conclude at 8:30 P.M.  each of those evenings. Please 
mark your calendars and plan to join us. Please check 
the insert in today’s bulletin for more details regarding our 
speaker and the topics of each presentation.  (SEE 
FLYER AND ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT IN THIS 
BULLETIN.) 

 
MASSES FOR THE WEEK  

Monday 
   7:00 A.M.  Charles Urban       Wife/Family 
 12:10 P.M.  Con Gallagher       Family 
Tuesday,  
   7:00 A.M.  M/M Martin D. Grogan  Mary Ann Grogan 
 12:10 P.M.  Irene Fountas        Helen Earley 
Wednesday     
   7:00 A.M.  James Biondi        Family 
 12:10 P.M.  Roc. E. Tomaselli  Family 
Thursday               
   7:00 A.M.  John Yablonski    Michael Coleman 
 12:10 P.M.  Olga Fox             Joe Fox 
Friday                 
   7:00 A.M.  Anna Wilk             John Wilk/Family 
 12:10 P.M.  Mary/Michael/ Brian   Family  
                        McGuinness                
Saturday      
   4:00 P.M.  Mary/Michael/Brian    Family 
                       McGuinness 
   5:00 P.M.  James Nealon, Jr.     Dave/Kim/Karen 
                                                            Kuzmick 
   6:30 P.M.  Paul Yadouga           Carol/Girls 
Sunday 
   7:00 A.M.  For all members of the parish 
   8:00 A.M.  Vera Mellody      Margaret Filarsky Family 
   9:30 A.M.  Billy Marciano     Catherine Nasta 
 11:00 A.M.  Frank Lovalo      Lisa Hawk 
 11:15 A.M.  Margaret Arvay  Sandra/Stephen Betts 
 12:20 P.M.  Walter Brooks    Judy/Al Thomas 



                     
A PRAYER PLEASE - Your prayers are requested for 
all the sick and deceased members of our parish and 
community, especially Thomas Holmes, Ann Morgan, 
Karen Graney, David (Nick) Philbin and Irene Petrina. 

 
 

D.E.B.T. REDUCTION RAFFLE 
Our annual D.E.B.T. Reduction Raffle  is underway. 
As of last Tuesday afternoon, we had sold 174 tickets . 
This means that 326 tickets remain  because the 
maximum number of tickets to be sold is 500. Thank 
you to all who already purchased a ticket. We are 
hoping to sell all 500 tickets because that would 
provide tremendous help in reducing the debt owed for 
the Church Renovations done several years back. 
Please consider purchasing a ticket yourself or joining 
with others in purchasing one. The $10,000.00 prize , to 
be drawn on April 1, 2008 , is very appealing and the 
odds are great. The Early Bird Prize , a weekend for 
two at Mount Airy in the Poconos that includes lodging 
and meals, is also very appealing. The Early Bird prize 
will be drawn from all the tickets purchased by March 
3, 2008. The winner will remain eligible for the Grand 
Prize. Please spread the word about this special raffle 
to family and friends. If you are in business or know of 
someone in business who would be willing to hang a 
flyer advertising the Raffle in their place of business, 
please call Father Joe at the parish office. Thank you  
for whatever you can do. 

 
CALLED TO HOLINESS AND MISSION: 

PASTORAL PLANNING 
IN THE DIOCESE OF SCRANTON 

Your prayers are requested for God’s blessing on the 
Pastoral Planning Process  being undertaken 
presently by the Diocese of Scranton and all the 
parishes in the Diocese of Scranton. This planning 
process is intended to insure quality parish life for the 
hundreds of thousands of Catholics in the Diocese of 
Scranton. 
The first phase of this pastoral planning involves a self 
study in each parish coordinated by the core team in 
each parish.  
The self study, to be most helpful, requires the 
participation of as many members of the parish as 
possible.  The Core Team, with valuable input from the 
Parish Pastoral Council, is requesting input from every 
member of the parish. This input would be in the form 
of answering a survey about various aspects of parish 
life. We are on a very tight schedule and we need your 
responses as soon as possible. We invite every 
member of the parish to complete the survey. Please 
consider participating.  
Participation will be available in two ways:  #1 – You 
can go to our parish website (www.OLSSB.com) and on 
the home page (first page), locate Our Lady of the 
Snows Parish Planning Survey and take the survey. It 
will not take too long to complete and will provide 
valuable help to our parish and diocese.  #2 -- If you do 

not have a computer, you can pick up a copy of the 
survey in the back of the church today.  Please 
complete it at home and return it to the church next 
weekend. The survey will also be available in the 
church next weekend but will have to be returned to the 
parish office no later than Wednesday, March 5, 
2008. That day, Wednesday, March 5, 2008, will also 
be the last day that the survey can be completed 
online . Please consider participating. The greater the 
rate of participation is, the more helpful the data is in 
our parish planning process. Thank you, in advance, 
for your participation.  

 
CALENDAR   

Sunday, February 24, 2008  
 10:00 A.M.   CSB Choir **** 
   7:00 P.M.   Regional Parishes ****** 
Monday, February 25, 2008 
    2:00 P.M.  Eucharistic Training ** 
   7:00 P.M.   Knights of Columbus 
   7:00 P.M.   Cub Scouts *   
 Tuesday, February 26, 2008 
   9:00 A.M.   Bible Study   
   7:00 P.M.   Bible Study * 
Wednesday, February 27, 2008 
 10:30 A.M.   MOMS & TOTS * 
   1:00 P.M.   Bible Study * 
   4:00 P.M.   Wednesday Afternoon Choir ** 
   7:00 P.M.   Liturgy Committee Meeting *** 
 Thursday, February 28, 2008 
   6:00 P.M.   Blessing Cup Meal ****** 
   7:00 P.M.   OLS Choir ** 
Friday, February 29, 2008 
 10:00 A.M.   Friday Morning Company* 
   7:00 P.M.   Stations of the Cross ** 
Parish Center* Church** Large Conference Room*** 
Church of Saint Benedict**** Small Conference 
Room***** Gathering Room****** 

 
LITTLE LENTEN SACRIFICES 

Once again this year the Women’s Guild is sponsoring the 
Little Lenten Sacrifice program. Each week during lent, we 
are asking you to make a little sacrifice. Please take a 
sheet from the church entrances with the weekly items 
needed listed on it. Each week during Lent purchase an 
item on the list. When all the items listed have been 
purchased, please return it to the church. We are collecting 
the basic necessities for the Women’s Resource Center. 
The Women’s Resource Center operates a 24 hour hotline 
in Lackawanna and Susquehanna Counties to provide 
assistance from domestic violence.  All services are free 
and confidential. When women go to the Resource Center, 
they leave their houses with nothing. These women need 
the basic necessities to help them get a fresh start. Week 1 
– Deodorant, Week 2, - toothbrush & toothpaste, Week 3 – 
Hair comb/brushes, Week 4, Ladies socks, Week 5 – 
Shampoo/conditioner and Week 6 -- Body wash/gel. 
Thank you in advance for participation.  
                                             The OLS/CSB Women’s Guild 
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The mystery of the death and resurrection 
of Jesus; the Passover Mystery; the 
Passover of Jesus from death to new life. 

 
 

MARRIAGE IN PENNSYLVANIA 
Marriage is the intimate union of one man and one 
woman. It comes to us from the hand of God, who 
created male and female in his image, so that they 
might become one body and might be fertile and 
multiply (See Genesis chapters 1 and 2). 
The protection of marriage is an affirmation of the 
fundamental benefits that traditional marriage has on 
society – the protection of the family, and in particular, 
children. Protecting marriage is a refusal to abandon an 
institution known to be beneficial. 
The Pennsylvania Legislature is considering SB 1250, 
which will amend the Pennsylvania Constitution to 
define marriage as the union between one man and 
one woman, and will prevent civil unions, which are in 
effect the same as marriage. 
Your state representative and state senator need to 
hear from you that marriage makes a difference. Log 
on to www.pacatholic.org to send a message telling 
your state legislators to support the marriage 
amendment, and check out 
www.youranswermatters.org for more ideas about how 
you can get involved in the effort to protect and 
preserve marriage.  
 

2007 DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 
Thank you  to all who have made a pledge or gift to 
this year’s Diocesan Annual Appeal. Your Generosity 
will help the Church at the diocesan level to accomplish 
much good in the name of all of us. To date, members 
of our parish have pledged $73,638.00 to this year’s 
Diocesan Annual Appeal. This represents 71% of our 
parish goal of $103,300.00 and the participation of 636 
families or individuals in our parish. The Diocese is 
now about $800,000.00 short of its goal. These funs 
are needed for a wide variety of programs throughout 
our diocese. Many people are waiting for much needed 
help. If you have not already made a pledge or a 
gift, it is not too late. Please send a pledge to t he 
Diocesan Appeal Office or drop it in the collection  
basket and we will forward it to the diocesan offic e. 
If you pledged, your February payment is now due. You 
will receive a reminder from the Diocesan Appeal 
Office. Thank you  again for all that you do for the 
Church in our parish and our diocese.  

 
NIGHT AT THE RACES 

Thank you  to all who made who worked so hard to make 
possible the Night at the Races  sponsored by our parish 
on Saturday evening, February 2, 2008. The evening was 
very relaxing and all who were there enjoyed themselves 
very much. Everyone had a very good time and, in 

addition, just over $6,000.00 was raised to help with our 
parish religious education program, especially with the 
expenses involved with the Vacation Bible School this 
summer. Thank you  again to all who helped and to all 
who attended. 
 

BAPTISM CLASS FOR PARENTS 
The next Baptism Class for parents will be on 
Sunday evening, March 30, 2008,  at 6:30 P.M. A 
Baptism class is required for all parents of children 
being baptized. If parents have already attended one of 
these classes, they are not required to attend one 
before the Baptism of another baby. Parents may 
attend these classes at any time before the Baptism. 
Parents may choose to attend the class before the birth 
of their baby if this is more convenient. Godparents are 
more than welcome to attend. Please call the parish 
office (586-1741) to register. 

  
MUSIC MINISTRY 

The Resurrection Choir 
This Choir sings at funerals. For further information, 
please call Jennie at the parish office. 
Cantors 
If you would like more information about our cantor 
Program, please call Jennie at the Parish Office. 
Choir 
Please call Jennie at 586-1741. 

 
YOUTH CHOIR 

The parish Youth Choir accompanies the singing at the 
9:30 a.m. Mass at Our Lady of the Snows usually every 
other week. Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings 
from 5:30 -6:30 in the choir loft during that same week. 
This choir is open to young people ages 11-18. We will 
also be preparing for liturgies which include Palm 
Sunday, Easter Sunday (at Church of St. Benedict) and 
Pentecost Sunday. Call Ann Marie for more information 
at 586-4112 or e-mail at Pianogirlz@comcast.net 
 

NEW IN THE PARISH? 
If you are new in the parish and have not yet 
registered, you are invited to become a registered 
member of our parish community. You can stop at the 
parish office or you can call the office (586-1741) and 
ask to have a census form sent to you. When the 
census form is completed, you can drop it in the 
collection basket any weekend or send it or bring it to 
the parish office. We are happy to have you as a 
member of our parish community.   

 
WEEKLY BULLETIN ON PARISH WEB PAGE 

See our parish web page at www.OLSSB.com for our 
weekly parish bulletin. You can locate the bulletin by 
pressing Bulletin on the main page. The bulletin will be 
placed there each week a few days before the 
weekend. The bulletins of previous weeks will remain 
on the website for several months or longer.  

***** YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS  ***** 



                     
We are asking your help with your email address if you 
have one. If you have not yet done so, please consider 
sending it to the parish office (ols2@epix.net) or writing 
it on the front of one of your church envelopes. Certain 
mailings and financial reports and letters can be sent 
by e-mail. This can result in a substantial savings in 
terms of labor and postage (especially with the 
increase this year of the postage rates) if we can send 
a large portion of these by e-mail. Thank you for 
considering this request. 

IN THE HOSPITAL? 
Most often, the hospitals in Scranton are very good 
about letting us know when members of our parish are 
in the hospital. Once in a while, we do not get the name 
of a particular person for a wide variety of reasons – 
most often admission through an emergency room 
when all concerned are busy about more important 
things than documenting the parish of the patient being 
treated. If you do not receive a visit from one of the 
parish priests or one of our parish visitors within a 
couple of days, please ask someone to call the parish 
office and leave a message about your admission. You 
will be visited as soon as possible. 

 
PRAYER AND FASTING FOR PEACE 

Pax Christi of Northeastern Pennsylvania , in 
conjunction with other Catholic dioceses throughout the 
United States, has begun a community commitment of 
prayer and fasting during Lent 2008.  
Beginning on Ash Wednesday at 11:45 A.M., a group 
met on the steps of Saint Peter’s Cathedral in Scranton 
and entered the Cathedral to mourn the loss of life 
brought about by the war in Iraq and to ask God to 
inspire us with ways to end this war.  
Pax Christi  members petition our bishops, religious, 
clergy and parishioners of the Diocese and other 
interested people to join them for times of fervent 
community prayer, fasting and repentance that moves 
us to live Christ’s Gospel of non-violence and peace. If 
you, or people you know, can spend some time in 
the Cathedral on one or more days during Lent, 
please respond. If possible, let us know the day and 
time of your visit. Thanks! 
This Lenten event of prayer and fasting bears witness 
to the life of Franz Jagerstatter, an Austrian farmer. 
Jagerstatter stood for peace while the Church remained 
silent – in effect supporting Germany’s war of 
conquest. He refused to serve in the German army and 
was executed in 1942 in Berlin. Franz was recently 
declared a martyr by Pope Benedict XVI. 
This event is being organized within Dioceses 
throughout the United States by the “Franz Jagerstatter 
People to Break the Silence” (www.franzprayforus.org). 
In Northeastern PA contact: Joe Rogan at 
joerogan@comcast.net or 570-876-1066 or Sister Ann 
Walsh at 570-558-5050 or 570-342-6952.  

 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

WE THANK those who brought Canned Vegetables this 
weekend. If you can, please bring Canned Soup next 
weekend. Your generosity will not go unnoticed by a 
grateful Lord. 

CHICNCHILLA ANNUAL PIZZA SALE DURING LENT 
on Fridays Feb. 8 to Good Friday from 3 to 7 p.m. Price 
Red $9.00 and White Broccoli and White $10.00 
available. Proceeds benefit the Chinchilla Hose Co. For 
more information please call 586-5726.  

THE PRISM – Parish Newsletter is looking for a few 
“Roving Reporters” to provide the latest information on 
Parish activities for each quarterly issue. Please contact 
Susan Chuff (586-0212) or Kay Gallagher (586-7236) if you 
are interested. Thanks in advance. 
THE WOMEN’S GUILD OF THE CHURCH OF ST.  
GREGORY will sponsor their annual Day of Recollection on 
Wednesday, February 27, 2008, at St. Gabriel’s Retreat 
House, 611 Griffin Pond Rd., Clarks Summit, PA. The 
Spiritual Director will be the Rev. Eric L. Bergman, 
Chaplain of the St. Thomas More Society. He will discuss 
the topic “Should Married Men Be Priests.” The day’s 
activities will close with the celebration of the Anglican 
usage of the Latin Rite Mass. Registration is from 9:00 
A.M. to 9:30 AM. The fee is $20.00 and includes Lunch. 
Reservations can be made by calling Nancy 586-9227 or 
Martha 587-2491, by Monday, February 25, 2008. 
Everyone is invited to attend.  

 
LITURGY COMMITTEE NOTES 

Did you know?   
Today the Church enters an intense, three week period of 
scrutiny for those who have been elected for the Easter 
Sacrament.  The scrutiny rites uncover and reveal the 
saving power and presence of God through Jesus Christ to 
all the faithful as well as to the elect.  These three weeks 
affect every parish community, whether they are 
accompanying the elect or not.  The whole Church prays 
for the elect of the world, not just the elect of individual 
communities.  They will be prayed over and, God willing, 
they will be exorcized from all that may keep them from 
Christ during these last weeks before Baptism.  All over the 
world, those who gather around the elect to pray for them 
and over them will be reminded of their own Baptism and 
the unique status it gives them before God.  Again, God 
willing, this will lead the faithful to a deeper understanding 
and appreciation for their status as adopted sons and 
daughters of God.  (Written by Steve LaRue; Sourcebook 2008) 

Weekly Inspiration: 2/24/08 3rd Sunday in Lent  
The Lord provides life-giving water.      
Readings for Next Week 3/02/08 – 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 
10-13a; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 
Music for Next Week 3/02/08 – No Gathering Hymn; 
Communion Song “Here I Am, Lord” #505; Closing Song 
“Amazing Grace ” #431. 

 
VIRTUS PROGAM  

To remain in compliance with the Charter for the Protection 
of God’s Children and Young People set by the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, all volunteers who work 20 



                     
hours or more with children MUST have the one time Virtus 
Training. If you have not attended training please check the 
diocesan websites for future training sessions at 
www.dioceseofscranton.org then click on Departments and 
Resources, then click on Virtus: Protecting God’s Children.  
We will be scheduling a Virtus Training in January or 
February.  Please watch the bulletin.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD PARISH PROGRAM 
Four years ago, Our Lady of the Snows/Church of St.  
Benedict launched a pilot project to place all parishioners in 
a neighborhood parish (NP).  The effort was a response to 
a perceived need to welcome and include everyone in the 
life of our large parish family.  Thirteen small groups of 10-
15 families who live in the same natural, geographic 
neighborhood were formed, each led by a representative 
whose function is to welcome, contact and invite all 
parishioners in the neighborhood to attend at least one 
social gathering per year.  

Social gatherings can be done in the 
neighborhood or at special activities for Neighborhood 
Parishes at the Church.  In the fall, the Church organizes 
an Advent program, which has involved making luminaries 
and wreaths; and, in the summer, there are many 
opportunities for NPs to become involved in the Parish 
Bazaar.  One NP collected food for the Food Pantry; 
another had a Christmas party with gifts to benefit a family 
in need.  We are beginning to compile an NP scrapbook, 
and the Prism regularly includes articles and pictures on 
NPs.  

Approximately 1,000 families have been placed 
in more than 70 NPs in diverse areas of the parish, such 
as: Newton, Chinchilla, Glenburn, Dalton, Floral Park, 
Woodcrest, Shady Lane, Layton/Scott Roads, the high 
school, East and West Grove, and Summit Lake Road.  
We are constantly identifying neighborhoods and looking 
for representative.  If you are interested, please call Kate at 
586-1741.  

USHERS     
We are looking for men or women who attend the 
11:15A.M. Mass at Our Lady of the Snows Church to 
become ushers.  If you are interested or need further 
information, please speak to one of the priests or call Carol 
at the Parish Center.     

 
OPERATION RICE BOWL 

Each week we will feature one of the countries helped by 
the money you contribute to Operation Rice Bowl.  This 
week we have a note written by Penda Dolo who lives in 
the district of Douentza in Mali.   She is 40 years old and 
the president of Catholic Relief Services supported Savings 
and Internal Lending Community microfinance project.  
Through the microfinance project, I was able to obtain a 
loan of 10,000 CFA (Exchange rate is $1 US to 500 CFA) 

to buy a large quantity of spices from the city that I can sell 
in the village.  I also buy clothes that I can also sell in the 
village.  This has increased my income and I can now pay 
for my children’s schooling and set aside some savings.      

 
ATTENTION!  MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

On the second Sunday of every month Eucharistic 
Adoration takes place from 6:00 pm until 8:00 pm at Our 
Lady of the Snows Church.  We are in need of Ministers of 
Communion to assist at the opening and closing.  There will 
be a brief training for anyone interested in helping on 
Monday, February 25, 2008 at 2:00 pm in Our Lady of  
the Snows Church.   If you cannot attend at that time and 
wish to help please contact Kate at 586-1741. 

 
AARP DRIVING COURSE  

There will be an AARP Safe Driving Course offered at Our 
Lady of the Snows on two consecutive Saturdays, April 5 
and April 12, 2008 from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm.   
Attendance at both sessions qualifies drivers over the age 
of 55 to obtain a 5% discount on their auto insurance.  
Please check with your own insurance company to see if it 
participates in this AARP program and what the criteria are 
for qualifying.  Usually all drivers listed on the policy are 
required to attend the classes.  Please call Kate for more 
information.  Registration at the parish is required.   
 
 

If you know a parishioner who is ill or homebound and 
needs a visit, communion, or help, please fill out the card 
below and drop at the parish center or in the basket. 

 NAME _______________________________ 
ADDRESS ____________________________ 
                  ________________________ 
 
 PHONE NUMBER_____________________ 
(  ) sick      (  ) homebound   (  ) in hospital 
 
(  ) nursing home    
  
(  )  would like communion 
 
(  ) would like a visit 
 
(  ) needs Sacrament of the sick 
 
(  ) needs other assistance 

 
 

FAMILY MINISTRY 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 

The next session will be on Wednesday March 5th at 
10:00am in the parish center.  For more information 
call Nettie at 586-1741.  . 

Bereavement Support for Parents:  Please call Sue 
Brier at 586-2162. 

  
CURSILLO 



                     
Cursillo(pronounced cur-see-yo) means “little course” in 
the fundamental teachings of Jesus as lived with other 
Christians.  The goal of the Cursillo Movement is to make 
Christ the prime influence in society.   Cursillo is for 
Catholics who wish to strengthen their spiritual lives.  The 
Cursillo weekend is held separately for men and women.  
Any person 18 years and over ( including priest, deacons, 
and religious) of the Diocese may attend Cursillo.  The 
next men’s Cursillo weekend will be Feb. 28-March 2 nd. 
and the women’s weekend will be April 3-6 th , both at 
St. Gabriel’s Monastery, Clarks Summit. For more 
information or to register please call Deacon Leo 
Lynn @ 586-5876 or call Nettie Goldate at the paris h 
center  for registration forms. 
 
 

 
CONVERSATION CORNER 

There have always been serious divisions between the 
various religions of the world.  Each group holding fast 
to their beliefs and firmly declaring that anyone who 
does not believe as they do, is wrong or even evil.  In 
Jesus’ day, the Samaritans were a despised sect and 
no righteous Jew would have anything to do with them, 
much less a woman with a bad reputation.  Yet Jesus 
takes time to talk with the Samaritan woman at the 
well.  He does not condemn her.  he does not put her 
down in any way.  On the contrary, he treats her with 
respect and kindness and even tells her that he is the 
Messiah (something he does not normally proclaim to 
anyone).  Consider how you treat those who do not 
hold your beliefs—do you follow the example Jesus 
has given us? 

 
FOR BETTER FOR WORSE 

Love stays alive when kindness is dependable and 
consistent.  When there is dependable kindness in a 
relationship, it feels good to come home.  When 
kindness is inconsistent, it can feel terrible to come 
home.  We all have frustrations and times of anger, but 
love can only stay alive when we value our partner 
more than we value venting our feelings.  Of course 
you need to get your feelings out—but it can be done 
with kindness.   

MOTHERS GROUP 
 The Mother’s Group will meet on the 1st and 3 rd 

Friday 10:00-11:30am  beginning in January at the 
home of Annie James .  .  All mothers are welcome to 
join us for a morning of socializing, faith sharing, For 
more information  or for directions call Annie James at 
586-6199. 

                                    
Can You Help Us?  Can We Help You? 

Prayers. If you or someone you know is in need of 
prayers, or if you wish to become a prayer partner in our 
prayer chain. Transportation  to mass, grocery store, 
doctor’s appt. Home visit Communion visit/ Respite 
care.  Temporary help providing meals  during 
recovery from surgery, family member being 
hospitalized, new baby, etc. If you are in need of any 

of these services, or if you can help out please ca ll 
Nettie @ 586-1741.  
 

Care-Giver Support 
If you are interested in an elder parent care support 
group please call Mona DelSole  at 586-3344. 

LAZARUS MINISTRY NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! 
The Lazarus Ministry is a group of volunteers to prepare 
a meal for the bereaved family in The Gathering Room 
(lower level of the Church) after the funeral of their 
loved one. We can use volunteers to help with the 
cooking, setting up of the tables, serving the meal, and 
cleaning up afterwards.  Please consider helping out in 
any way possible.  For more information or to sign up 
call Nettie at 586-1741 or June Burns at 586-2048.   

Only you can help…please read on. 
Side By Side  is a network of people in our parish who 
have experienced a difficult situation or “cross” in their 
life, (cancer, amputation, mastectomy, miscarriage, 
SIDS, Multiple Sclerosis, Alzheimer’s Disease, death of 
a child, caring for an elderly parent, unwed pregnancy, 
child on drugs, etc.) Are you willing to simply talk to 
someone who is going through a similar situation? Are 
you willing to help another by sending a card, or making 
a phone call telling someone you understand? Then 
your help is needed in the Side By Side Ministry . The 
Apostle Paul implores us to “Bear one another’s 
burdens”, and there is no one who can bear another’s 
burden as well as someone who has been there 
himself/herself .All information is held in confidence. For 
more information about this ministry or to help out 
please call Nettie Goldate, Director of Family Ministry @ 
586-1741. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
FIRST EUCHARIST PARENT MEETING 

There will be a parent meeting of children receiving First 
Eucharist on Sunday March 9 th at 6:00 P.M.  in the 
Gathering Room OR on Tuesday March 11 th at 7:00 
P.M.  Please plan on attending this important meeting.  
Information on children’s attire for First Eucharist and 
the banner will be given out at this meeting. 
Scheduled dates for retreats, Blessing Cup Meals and 
First Eucharist dates have been sent to parents.  If you 
have not received this information please call Nettie 
Goldate at the parish center.   
 

CLUSTER LEADERS AND PARENTS:  PLEASE 
NOTE THAT THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENT IS 

THIRTY (30) HOURS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
PER YEAR. 

Cluster Leaders please make sure you make up 
cancelled sessions, and parents please take your 
child’s attendance seriously in our religious 
education program.   
 
WINTER WEATHER CANCELLATION  PROCEDURE 
FOR SUNDAY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 

 

 



                     
During inclement weather on Sunday mornings, 
please check our website at www.OLSSB.com   or 
call the rectory at 586-1741 and press #5 on the 
menu for the holiday schedule.   Also watch WBRE 
TV Channel 3.   Announcements will be made by 
8:30am  in case of  class cancellation. 

CONFIRMATION SERVICE HOURS 
30 HOURS TOTAL  (15 Parish-15 community)  

All service projects and hours must be submitted 
by March 27, 2008.   

 
SERVICE OPPORTUNITES FOR YOUNG WOMEN 

AGES 13-18 YEARS OLD 
Holy Family Residence:  Little Sisters of the Poor 
2500 Adams Avenue, Scranton.  Contact Mother 
Charles Patricia or Sister Patrick 570-343-4065 

March 1, 2008 (Saturday)   3:00-7:00pm  
Hospitality Day 

 
 
 
 

MARK YOU CALENDAR FOR OUR PARISH’S 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

HELPERS NEEDED FOR VACATION BILBE 
SCHOOL. 

  We need adults to help our with arts and crafts 
this year.  Please call Nettie if you are intereste d 

in helping in this area. 
Please sign up today.  VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL WILL BE THE WEEK OF JUNE 23 RD AT 
THE NEWTON REC. CENTER.   WE ARE 
ALWAYS IN NEED OF ADULT AND STUDENT 
HELPERS.  STUDENT HELPERS MUST BE NO 
YOUNGER THAN 7TH GRADE.  PLEASE CALL 
NETTIE AT THE PARISH CENTER TO SIGN UP 
TO HELP.   

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 
 

The youth ministry at Our Lady of the Snows is all 
encompassing.  We have several different Teams 
based on different youth interests.  Any high school 
youth can join any of these teams at any time.  We 
hold a general planning meeting on every Wednesday 
night from 7:00PM until 8:00PM.   

A Jr. High Youth program the meets weekly is available 
for any youth in grades 7 and 8.  Team meetings are 
Sunday from 1:00PM until 2:00PM.   Please call 
ahead if you’re a new student who wishes to join. 
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Spring TBA ………….…..Bus to Nowhere 
February 28th – March 2nd …Vermont Ski Weekend 
March 14th …………………Living Way of the Cross 
May 31st  – 1st  ...…………..Relay for Life 
June 18th ………………..….Light the Fire Youth Rally 
June 23rd – 27th ……….……Vacation Bible School 
June 29th – July 5th….….......West Virginia Mission Trip 

July 11th – 13th …………......Franciscan Youth Conference 
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Spots are now available for the 2008 summer conference in 
Steubenville, OH.  Last year was the first year for thirteen 
OLS students to experience what this conference has to offer.  
Every one of those students can’t wait to return this year!  We 
have spots for 20 students this time around.  They will 
definitely go fast!   
 
Every year the Franciscan University of Steubenville, OH 
reaches out to 36,000 teens.  This year, we'll be a part of it.  It 
will be a three day weekend, July 11th – 13th 2008.  Cost 
usually runs about $225 for the weekend (transportation, 
meals, registration, tee shirts)  Fund raising is done to bring 
down the cost (i.e. Luminary sales). 
 

Open to those entering 9th grade to recent 12 grade 
graduates.  Spots are going fast! 
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This Year’s Annual Living Way of the Cross Easter 
Production will be held on March 14th 2008.  John Conaboy 
was our Director last year and did a wonderful job.  
We are in need of a director or directors for this 

year’s production. 
If you are a High School student who is interested in 
directing or playing a role (on or off stage) please let us 
know ASAP.  Thank you! 
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The annual Relay for life of the Abingtons will be held May 
31st to June 1st.  This event is a huge event for the Our Lady 
of the Snows Youth Ministry as well as other organizations 
throughout the area.   
 
Do you know someone who has 
cancer or has had cancer?  A 
family member?  Friend?  
Someone in your school or 
neighborhood?  Participating in 
the Relay for Life is one way to 
help fight for the cure for cancer.  
The money raise goes right into 
not only research but back to our 
local community to aid our friends and family in their 
struggle.   
 
Help out this year by donating, buying a luminary in the 
name of a loved one, or participating on a team.  Team 
Captain Signup is going on now! 
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This program is open to all High School students in the 
Abington Heights School District.  PA’s Time Release Law 
allows students to be released from school for up to 33 hours 
a year for Religious Education experiences. 
 
Students who sign up for the program have the choice of 
leaving school for 3 hours on a scheduled date once a month 
and are bused to The Abington Youth Center for the 
program.  Lunch is provided.  If you did not get one and 
would like to sign up for this program, forms are 
available online at OLSSB.com under the Youth section.  
If you’d like a paper copy, you can call the Parish Office. 
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····  A new ministry for college age and those just 
starting out in their careers.  Open to married and 
single, college years until 30’s.  A planning team 
for this ministry is in the formation stages:  We 
have several on the team already.  If you’d like to 
be a part of it, contact Steve.  

 

····  Our Lady of the Snows Young Adult Ministry is 
bringing Theology on Tap to our region.  Theology 
on Tap is a speaker series for young adults 19-40, 
single and married. A casual forum where friends 
of all denominations and walks of life gather at a 
local bar or restaurant for "straight talk, hard facts, 
and real answers" on our faith and how it applies to 
daily life. It has been running since 1980 in all 
parts of the United States.  In order to put this 
together, we need a 
committee of 8 to 10 people. If you are a young 
adult and would like to be part of this planning 
committee, please contact me at 570-764-2531. 
This is a great opportunity for us to be able to reach 
out to college age andyoung adults throughout the 
area. 

 

····  For all the latest information, call Steve at the 
Youth Office: 586-1741 or join our weekly e-mail 
list by sending an e-mail  to WalloInc@aol.com 

 


