The Parish Community of
Our Lady of the Snows -
Church of St. Benedict

SATURDAY VIGIL MASSES

4:00 PM - CHURCH OF ST BENEDICT
5:00 PM - CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE SNOWS
6:30 PM — CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE SNOWS

SUNDAY MASSES 301 South State Street
7:00 AM - CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE SNOWS C|arks Summit’ PA 18411 _1544

8:00 AM - CHURCH OF ST BENEDICT
9:30 AM — CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE SNOWS

11:00 AM - CHURCH OF ST BENEDICT Parlsh Phone — (570_) 586_1741

11:15 AM - CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE SNOWS

12:20 PM — CHURCH OF ST BENEDICT Fax Number (570) 586-2504

DAILY MASSES E-Mail Address —ols2@epix.net

7:00 AM - CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE SNOWS Web page -www.OLSSB.com
12:10 PM - CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE SNOWS

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE/ RECONCILIATION

Saturday
3:00 PM - CHURCH OF ST BENEDICT
6:00 PM - CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE SNOWS



OUR PASTORAL STAFF

Pastor ..o Rev. James J. McGarry
Parochial Vicar .........ccccocoiiniiieinnnen. Rev. John O'Bell
Deacon L Leo Lynn

In RESIAENCE ..., Rev. Philip Altavilla, V.E.
Dir. Of Rel. Ed/Family Ministry ........... Nettie Goldate

Dir. Of Youth & Young Adult Min. ....... Stephen Wallo

Director of Music/Organist ................. Jennie Pitkus

Associate Organist
Associate Organist
Pastoral Associate
Parish Secretary ...........
Maintenance..................

Maria Fay

Ann Marie Zakarauskas
A. Carol Salva

Debbie Waters

Peter Serine

Sacristan OLS .......cccooeeeevvviviiieeeeeeeeee, Matt Gerlach
Sacristan CSB.........occvvieeeeeeieiiieeen Sal Conaboy
Cub MaSter......ccccvvvveveieiiiiieieiiieieieeenes Steven Gember

OFFICE HOURS

Monday through Friday: .................. 8:30 AM - 12 Noon
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Evenings and weekends by appointment

WELCOME

A warm welcome is extended to all who have come to
Our Lady of the Snows or the Church of Saint Benedict
this weekend to join together in this community of
worship and praise to Almighty God. We are grateful to
our faithful parishioners who come here every weekend.
Also, we welcome our neighbors and guests who visit us
occasionally and want them to know they are always
welcome.

A STEWARDSHIP PARISH

As a Stewardship Parish, our life together is based on
the need to share our time and talent and treasure as an
expression of gratitude for all of God'’s gifts to us.

PARISH DEVOTION

THE ROSARY — will be prayed after the 12:10 PM Mass every
day.

PRAYER PETITION — anyone who wishes to place a petition
in the Prayer Petition Book is asked to write it in the book that
is located on a stand in the back of the Church

CATHOLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION
HOLY CROSS SCHOOL SYSTEM

Holy Cross High School, Dunmore, PA

Principal- Mr. James Marcks Phone 346-7 541

OUR LADY OF PEACE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, CLARKS GREEN

Principal — Mrs. Jane Quinn Phone 587-4152

SACRAMENTAL LIFE

THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) is
the official five-stage process the Catholic Church uses to bring
adult members into the faith. Anyone interested in becoming a
part of this process or in obtaining more information can call
the Parish Center.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: In order to understand and
better appreciate this
special sacrament,
parents are required to
attend the Pre-Baptismal
Program. Our Parish
offers this instruction
once every two months,
so please watch the
bulletin for information,
or call the Parish Center.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Congratulations! You are
asked to contact one of the parish priests at least six months
before the date of your marriage so that the appropriate
preparations can be made for this special celebration.

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Urgent
calls will be attended to at any time of the day or night.

VISITATION F THE SICK: Please call the Parish Center for
visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health care
facility.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SCHEDULE:
Grades Pre-K and Kindergarten
Parish Center Basement Sunday, 9:30-10:30 AM
All other grades have Clusters or Classes on Sundays at Our
Lady of Peace School; Clusters are encouraged.

High School — Released Time Program Monthly
Call parish office for dates and times



THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
February 21, 2010

For “everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved.”
--Romans 10:13 --

FORTY HOURS DEVOTIONS:
A TIME OF GRACE

Our annual days of Eucharistic Adoration , also known
as Forty Hours Devotions , begin today, Sunday,
February 21. This special time of Eucharistic
Adoration in our parish will continue on Monday and
Tuesday, February 22 and 23 . Brother Andre
Mathieu, C.P., a member of the Passionist Community,
will be leading us in reflection on these three days.
Please join us at 7:00 P.M. in Our Lady of the Snows
Church on each of those evenings . Please check the
flyer in this bulletin for more details regarding the nightly
reflections by Brother Andre.
Eucharistic Adoration  will take place from immediately
following the 11:15 A.M. Mass in Our Lady of the
Snows Church on Sunday, February 21 , until the
conclusion of Evening Prayer  which begins at 7:00
P.M. On Monday and Tuesday, February 22 and 23,
Eucharistic Adoration will take place from immediately
following the 7:00 A.M. Mass until the conclusion of
Evening Prayer that will begin each evening at 7:00
P.M. Please spend some time in prayer on one or
two or three of the days. Sign-up sheets for
adoration can be found in the back of each Church.

OUR LADY OF THE SNOWS 100 ™ YEAR
Our Lady of the Snows 100" year celebration will occur
in 2011. We are beginning to prepare a historic time line
of our church. If you have any pictures, articles or
memorabilia you would like to share, please contact one
of the following: Phyllis Ruzbarsky at 586-2119 or Jo
Ann Carr at 586-3520 or Anna Scahill at
ascahill@epix.net or Bonnie Sherman at 587-2235.
On Monday, March 1, 2010, we will mark the 99"
Anniversary of the Founding of Our Lady of the Snows
Parish (March 1, 1911). Our plan is to mark our 100"
Anniversary by remembering and rejoicing and
celebrating for an entire year — The One Hundredth
Year of our parish life.
The Kick-off for the 100 ™ year celebration of faith
and family will be held on the weekend of February 27
and 28, 2010. Coffee and Doughnuts will be available
after each of the weekend Masses at Our Lady of the
Snows Church and the Church of Saint Benedict. Please
plan to spend some time after Mass that weekend
sharing some coffee and doughnuts with fellow
parishioners as we begin this special year celebrating
family and faith.
A special feature of the weekend will be a visit and
magic performance by Christopher the Magician in the
Gathering Room following the 11:15 A.M. Mass. Along
with the Magic Show after the 11:15 A.M. Mass will be a
Candy Buffet and Chocolate Goodies. If at all possible,
join us for that show and the goodies.

At the same time, we will begin a Memory Wall in the
Gathering Room. Please bring in any photos you may
have of events occurring at Our Lady of the Snows and
place it on our Memory Wall (Print your name and
number on it so that we can return it to you next year).

“LIVING CHRIST” RETREAT:
PLEASE CONSIDER!

Our next “Living Christ” Retreat is scheduled for
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, March 18, 19 and 20,
2010. This Retreat will be held in the Gathering Room
on the lower level of Our Lady of the Snows Church
The Retreat will run from 6:00 P.M. until about 10:00
P.M. on Thursday and Friday evenings and from 8:00
A.M. until about 12 Noon on Saturday morning . All
members of our parish are invited to participate in this
Retreat. It promises to be a very wonderful and spiritual
experience for all who participate. Our goal is to
eventually have every member of our parish in one of
these Retreats. It will take quite a while but will have a
tremendous impact on the life of our parish.
Please consider participating in the Retreat in
March. This will be during Lent, a perfect time to make
one of these retreats. Please join us in March. Please
call the parish office for more details or to register as
soon as possible.
Please pray for God'’s blessing on these Retreats.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK

Monday

7:00 A.M. Thomas Seiber Dennis/Grace Dawgert
12:10 P.M. M/M Cyril Kranick M/M Robert Kranick
Tuesday

7:00 A.M. Catherine Devine M/M Robert Simoncelli
12:10 P.M. Jean Campbell Asay Family
Wednesday

7:00 A.M. Joseph C. Kreder Betty Kreder/Family

12:10 P.M. Robert Earley Helen Earley
Thursday
7:00 A.M. Charles Urban Wife/Family

12:10 P.M. Con Gallagher Family
Friday

7:00 A.M. Anna Wilk
12:10 P.M. Irene Fountas

John Wilk/Family
Helen Earley

Saturday
4:00 P.M. Carol Pienkowski Joyce/Paul Bede
5:00 P.M. James Biondi Family
6:30 P.M. Donald Snyder  Erin/Florence Brennan
Sunday

7:00 A.M. For all members of the parish

8:00 A.M. Joseph Sibio, Sr. Wife/Family

9:30 A.M. Olga Fox Joe Fox
11:00 A.M. Cyril P. Franko Wife
11:15 A.M. Lori Pomeroy Family
12:20 P.M. Helen Kennedy M/M Eugene Kane
A PRAYER PLEASE - Your prayers are requested for all
the sick and deceased members of our parish, especially
Gertrude Murray and Josephine Badalamente.



STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Thank you for your ongoing and very generous
Sacrificial Giving . Your Sacrificial Offering for last
weekend amounted to $16,209.86. Thank you again for
your generosity to your parish!
In order to make ends meet, we need to average
$16,200.00 a weekend. Anything you can do to help us
reach that figure in these challenging times will be
greatly appreciated.

Members of our parish may want to consider donating
appreciated assets, stocks, bonds, mutual funds,
etc. You can take the full amount as a tax credit and our
parish gets the full amount donated — a sure win-win
situation.

LENTEN FAST AND ABSTINENCE
Good Friday, April 2 , is a Day of Fast and Abstinence.
All of the Fridays of Lent are Days of Abstinence .
All of the faithful who have reached the age of 14 are
obliged by the law of abstinence. On a day of
abstinence, no met may be eaten by anyone obliged by
this law.
All of the faithful from the age of 18 to their 59" birthday
are obliged by the law to fast. On a fast day, those
obliged by this law eat only one full meal and two partial
meals unless dispensed or excused.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
During Lent, Stations of the Cross will be prayed at
7:00 P.M. each Friday evening in Our Lady of the
Snows Church . Please join us for this very special
Lenten Devotion. The Living Way of the Cross  will be
presented by high school students of our parish and
community on Friday, March 26, at 7:00 P.M. in Our
Lady of the Snows Church. . All are invited!

EASTER TRIDUUM

Please mark your calendars and make plans to
participate in the special liturgies of the Easter Triduum .
The Easter Triduum begins with Holy Thursday, April
1, 2010. The Mass of the Lord’s Supper will be
celebrated at 7:00 P.M. in the Church of Saint Benedict
on that day. Good Friday will be observed on April 2,
2010 with the Solemn Liturgy at 7:00 P.M. at the
Church of Saint Benedict. Holy Saturday will be
observed on April 3, 2010 with the Easter Vigil Mass at
8:00 P.M. at the Church of Saint Benedict. Easter
Sunday Masses will be celebrated at both churches on
Easter Sunday, April 4, 2010 . The schedule will be
published in weeks to come. Please mark your
calendars and plan to join us for the liturgies of the
Easter Triduum.

LENTEN ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The annual Lenten Program of Adult Religious
Education sponsored by the Catholic parishes of our
region will be held on three Sunday evenings, March 7,
March 14 and March 2 1, at 7:00 P.M., in the Gathering
Room on the lower level of Our Lady of the Snows
Church. The overall topic for this year is: LIFE IN THE
CHURCH: YESTERDAY AND TODAY. The topic for

Session | on March 7 is “Whatever happened to
Sin?". The presenter will be Jack Zaums, Ph.D., a
member of Our Lady of the Snows/Church of Saint
Benedict Parish and a retired professor of Theology at
Marywood University. The topic for Session Il on March
14 is “The Misunderstood Sacrament of
Reconciliation”. The presenter will be Father James
McGarry, pastor of Our Lady of the Snows/Church of
SaintBenedict Parish. The topic for Session Ill on March
21 is “The Misunderstood Sacrament of the Sick”.
The presenter will be Father Michael Bryant, pastor of
Saint John Neumann Parish in Scranton (formerly
Nativity of Our Lord, Saint Mary Assumption and Holy
Name of Jesus).

Please mark your calendars now and plan to be with

us.

LITTLE LENTEN SACRIFICES
Once again this year the Woman'’s Guild is sponsoring
the Little Lenten Sacrifice program. Each week during
lent, we are asking you to make a little sacrifice. Please
take a paper from the posters fat the church entrances.
Purchase the item listed on the paper, bring it with you
the next week and place in the box at the back of the
church.
The Women'’s Resource Center operates a 24 hour hot
line in Lackawanna and Susquehanna Counties to
provide assistance from domestic violence. All services
are free and confidential. When women go to the
resource center, they leave with nothing. These women
need the basic necessities to help them get a fresh start.
The most needed items are: week one- Toothbrush &
Toothpaste, Week Two — Deodorant, Week Three —
Body wash, Week four —Shampoo & Conditioner, Week
Five — Ladies Sox and Week Six — Brush & Comb
A little sacrifice in your life can make a big difference in
their lives.

CALENDAR

Sunday, February 21, 2010

10:00 A.M. CSB Choir ****

7:00 P.M. Forty Hours **
Monday, February 22, 2010

7:00 P.M. Forty Hours **
Tuesday, February 23, 2010

7:00 P.M. Forty Hours **
Wednesday, February 24, 2010

1:00 P.M. Bible Class *

4:00 P.M. Wednesday Afternoon Choir **

7:00 P.M. First Eucharist Meeting ******
Thursday, February 25, 2010

7:00 P.M. OLS Choir Rehearsal **

7:00 P.M. Youth Group Meeting *
Friday, February 26, 2010
10:00 A.M. Friday Morning Company *

5:00 P.M. Lenten Soup Supper *****x

7:00 P.M. Stations of the Cross**
Saturday, February 27, 2010
10:00 A.M. Confirmation Retreat ******
Parish Center * Church ** Large Conference Room
*** Church of Saint Benedict **** Small Conference
Room ***** Gathering Room ******



LITURGY COMMITTEE NOTES

The Sacred Space, Furnishings, Vesture, Books
Do you know about LECTORS?
Lectors are lay liturgical ministers who read the Scriptures
other than the Gospel at Mass. If no cantor is available to
sing the responsorial psalm and no deacon is available to
read the general intercessions, it is the lector’s responsibility
to read those as well. Lectors must read the Scriptures with
understanding and clarity and, to this end, it is imperative
that they spend time in study and rehearsal. It is most
appropriate for lectors to take regular places in the
congregation and come forward only to read in order to
emphasize the fact that it is the entire assembly that is
responsible for celebration. In the past, lector was one of the
minor orders a man had to pass through on his way to
ordination.
The Vatican Il documents state: “The lector should do all in
his power to acquire increasingly that sweet and living love
and knowledge of the scriptures that will make him a more
perfect disciple of Christ.” (See Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy, no.24)
(Steve LaRue; Marion Eagen 2002 Resource Publications,
Inc., The Concilar and Post Concilar Documents, Vatican
Council Il.
Weekly Inspiration: 2/21/10 1% Sunday in Lent
Remember our family history, the family of God.
Commemorate all that God has done for his people. Believe
in your heart and profess to the entire world.
Readings for Next Week: 2/28/10 Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18;
Philippians 3:17-41; Luke 9:28b-36
Music for Next Week: No Opening Song; Communion Song:
“l Have Loved You” #468; Closing Song “O God, Our Help In
Ages past” #439

A CALL FOR NEIGHBORHOOD PARISH REPS
We are in need of some new Neighborhood Parish
Representatives since we eventually would like to have all
our parishioners in a Neighborhood Parish. This is an
IMPORTANT BUT VERY EASY POSITON THAT CAN BE
CARRIED OUT WITH A MINIMAL AMOUNT OF TIME AND
EFFORT. To fulfil our parish goals of welcoming,
community and invitation, the Neighborhood Parish
Representative (NPR) has only two responsibilities: to
contact members twice a year and to invite them to a social
gathering once a year. This means that you may send a
card to your members at any of the holidays such as
Valentine’s Day and invite them to any of our many
programs that have a social time connected with them such
as the Lenten Series that will take place during Advent, the
Bazaar, the Advent Reflection, the Jamaica Annual
Collection, etc. In addition, we provide a prayer card each
year that can be inserted in a Christmas card for your
second contact. That is all you have to do unless you wish
to do more. If you would like we can have another NPR
contact you and explain how easy it is, and what they are
doing in their Neighborhood.
When we give another the gifts of welcome, contact, and
invitation, we open the door for the Holy Spirit to work in their
lives. Becoming a NPR allows the Holy Spirit to work
through you for the good of our parish. If you are interested,
please feel call Carol at the Parish Center at 586-1741.
JAMAICA MINISTRY

SHIPMENT TO JAMAICA: More of the items donated in
September have arrived in Jamaica. Sister Una O’Connor
at the Catholic college in Mandeville received school
supplies, education textbooks and journals, and office
supplies. Sister Bernadette Hughes at the Passionist
Retreat House in Mandeville received the religious articles,
spiritual books, paper supplies, blankets and sheets. They
send their thanks for this assistance in continuing their
ministry with the people in Jamaica. There are still five
boxes in transit. Food for the Poor ships the items at no
cost to us. Food for the Poor ships food to Jamaica once
a month. Our boxes are placed on the boat when there is
room. We hope that all the boxes will arrive soon. The
generosity of the parish is greatly appreciated by our
friends in Jamaica.

The committee is planning on sending interested
parishioners to Jamaica to meet our contacts and th eir
parishes. If you are interested in being a part of this
team, please contact Carol Salva at the Parish center at
586-1741.

MEDICAL AND DENTAL PROFESSIONALS : You are
needed to assist Dr. Carol Narcevic at her clinics. Please
note the list above for items needed at the clinic, Call Dr.
Dennis Dawgert at 587-5437 for information about
volunteer opportunities.

PENNY POWER: Thank you to all who have generously
placed their change or cash in our Penny Power jugs. We
have sent $200.00 to the Stony Hill four missions and
three schools. For the next three months we will be
sending half of the Penny Power to Jamaica and half

to the Passionists in Jamaica. As you consider
almsgiving this Lent, please place your change in the
Penny Power jugs at each church for these people.
LETTERS AND CARDS TO OUR SERVICEMEN

Our servicemen are in need of cards and letters. Please
drop them one and let them know you are thinking about and
praying for them. Please send in or call the parish office with
the names of servicemen who could use cards.

P.F.C. Jenkins Kieth Kempinski ASGA
F.O0.B. WARRIOR ACO 1/111" 56 SBCT
C.C.0.15™ BSB 2BCT ICD Unit #6260
A.P.O. AE 09338 APO/AE 09378

VIRTUS PROGRAM
All volunteers who work 20 hours or more with children
MUST have the one time Virtus Training. Please check the
Diocesan website for future training sessions at
www.dioceseofscranton.org, then click on Departments and
Resources, and then click on Virtus: Protecting God’s
Children.

RCIA

RCIA (Rite for Christian Initiation for Adults) are for adults of
all ages, and are for everyone (Catholics and non- Catholics
alike): *Never been baptized and finding yourself
attracted to the Catholic faith. *Non-Catholics who are
considering the Catholic faith. *Baptized Catholics
wanting to complete their full initiation into the faith.
*Catholics who have drifted away from the church, w ho
want to learn more about our faith, or who want to know
enough to answer their children’s or ~ friend’s questions
The RCIA schedule continues on Sundays after the holidays
at 9:30 A.M. in the Large Conference Room. If you feel this



invitation is for you or need further information please
contact either of the priests or Carol at 586-1741. Anyone is
welcome to attend.
FRIDAY MORNING COMPANY
Do you believe in the power of prayer? Do you feel that we
need prayers, now more than ever? Then join us on Friday
mornings in the Parish Center from 10:00 AM until 1 1:45
AM. We begin with Morning Prayer, and then pray for
individual and global intention. We have a 15 minute social,
followed by prayer and discussion of the Sunday Scriptures.
We welcome all our parishioners and friends from
neighboring Churches, whether young, young at heart, or
somewhere in between. For more information, please call
Carol at the Parish Center.
ADULT BABYSITTERS FOR
Living Christ Retreats
We are looking for adult babysitters for the Living Christ
Retreats so that our younger couples with children can
attend the retreats. These can be adults or couples who can
share babysitting in order to attend opposite retreats. We
are hoping to find a team of people so it will only involve one
night or morning. The Living Christ Retreats are scheduled
on a Thursday and Friday night from 6P.M. until 10P.M. and
Saturday morning from 8AM until 12 Noon. The next retreat
will be Thursday, March 18 and Friday, March 19 fro m
6P.M. to 10P.M. and Saturday, March 20 from 8A.M. t o
12N. For further information, please call Carol at 586-1741.
100" YEAR CELEBRATION HELP NEEDED
We would like to issue an open invitation to any parishioner
interested in serving on a committee to help with the 100"
year celebration festivities. Any parishioner interested in
volunteering is invited to attend. If you are unable to attend
and are interested please contact Phyllis Ruzbarsky at 586-
2119. Thank you for your support.
LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
James, Peter, and Jude: The Catholic Letters
We will have a seven week study of the Letters from James,
Peter, and Jude beginning Tuesday, March 2, 2010 in the
Parish Center of Our Lady of the Snows Church . The
study comes complete with lecture, group discussion and
individual lesson assignments. The same class is held both
morning and evening. The morning session is held from
9:00A.M. - 11:00A.M. and has child care available if needed
for 1-5 year olds. The evening session is held from 7:00P.M.
— 9:00P.M. The cost is $25. For more information, please
contact Carol at the parish center at 586-1741.
ALTAR SERVERS FOR FUNERALS
We need additional adult altar servers, men or women, for
funerals. IF anyone is interested in serving in this capacity,
please call Carol at the Parish Center. Training will be
conducted soon.
USHERS (MEN OR WOMEN) NEEDED
We are in need of men or women who would consider being
an usher at the 7:00A.M. and 11:15A.M. Masses . This is
an easy task that we will train you for. For further
information, please call Carol at the Parish Center.
FOOD PANTRY
The Saint Thomas food pantry in Archbald is available for
qualifying residents in the zip code 18411. The Pantry is
open on Tuesdays from 10 AM to 12 Noon and is housed at
the St. Thomas Aquinas Rectory located on 429 Church

Street in Archbald. Please contact the Bread Basket of
NEPA for qualification requirements at 343-2324.
FORTY HOUR ADORATION SIGN-UP
We will have exposition of the Blessed Sacrament during
Forty Hours on Sunday, February 21, 2010 from 12:30 P.M
and Monday and Tuesday February 22 and 23 from 7:30
A.M. until 6:30 P.M. Please sign up on the sheets in the
back of either church. Please consider attending the service
at 7:00 P.M. Brother Andre has been directing retreats and
workshops for men and women for over fifteen years and is
a very spiritual and talented speaker who can reach out to
anyone.
CLUSTER ACTIVITY
Women'’s Guild/St. Gregory’s Day of Reflection
The Women's Guild, Church of St. Gregory, will sponsor
their Annual day of Reflection on Wednesday, February 24,
2010, at St. Gabriel's Retreat Center, 631 Griffin Pond Road,
Clarks Summit, PA. Registration from 9:00 AM - 9:30 AM.
The program will be conducted by the Rev. Father Pio
Mandato, FMHJ, a Franciscan priest living as a missionary
Hermit in the Diocese of Scranton. The day's program
includes conferences on the topic, “Your Mission to be One,
Holy, Catholic and Apostolic”, recitation of the rosary,
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Mass and concludes
with Benediction at 300 PM.
The cost for the day is $20.00 and includes lunch. For
reservations please call Nancy, (586-9227) or Martha (587-
2491) by Monday, February 22, 2010. Everyone is invited to
attend.

WE THANK those who brought Canned Meat this weekend.
If you can, please bring Pasta/Sauce next weekend. Your
generosity will not go unnoticed by a grateful Lord.

LIFELINES — BULLETIN BRIEFS
[In vitro fertilization] further depersonalizes the act of
generating a child, turning it into a technical process in a
laboratory. This procedure is so far from a loving act of
the spouses that it can even be used to conceive a child
if neither of them is alive, for the body of neither one is
involved in the act of generating this life once sperm and
egg are obtained and stored. Because these embryos
are deliberately crated not in the nurturing environment
of the mother's body but in the poor substitute of a
culture in a glass dish, the great majority of them die.
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Life-
Giving Love in an Age of Technology (Nov. 2009)




FAMILY MINISTRY
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP

The next Bereavement Session will be held on
Sunday, February 21, at 2:00 P.M. in the parish
center. All are invited to attend. For more
information call Nettie at 586-1741. Bereavement
Support for Parents: Please call Sue Brier at
586-2162.

Lenten Soup Suppers

Our parish will be hosting Lenten soup suppers
Fridays during lent 5:30-6:45pm in The Gathering
Room (lower level of the Church). All ages are
welcome to attend. Anyone wishing to donate a pot
of meatless soup for the evening may call Amy
McKeon at 586-8436.

There is no cost for the supper. Station of the Cross
will follow at 7:00 pm in the Church for those wishing
to attend.

CONVERSATIION CORNER

Life is full of temptations. Even when we think we have
“conquered” some weakness, it is important to
remember that we have not been “cured;” but, have
simply learned how to deal with it. The alcoholic cannot
afford to think that hanging out in a bar will not be a
problem or that just one drink is okay. The wise person
is one who tries to avoid temptation as much as
possible. The humble person knows that given the right
circumstances, anything is possible. Such humility helps
us be more compassionate with the failings and
shortcomings of others. We all need help and
encouragement much more than condemnation.

CURSILLO —SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT

Cursillo (pronounced cur-see-yo_ means “little course” in
the fundamental teachings of Jesus as lived with other
Christians. The experience of Cursillo enables one to
sense more vividly the enthusiasm of the first Century
Church. The weekend consists of spiritual talks,
discussion, daily Mass, prayer time and the availability of
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The “talk” part is built
around 15 short presentations given by clergy, religious,
and laypersons. The next Women’s Weekend will be
March 18-21% at St. Gabriel's Monastery, Clarks
Summit. Men’s Weekend will be April 15-18 ™ at St.
Gabriel's Monastery . Registration is required. Please
call Deacon Leo Lynn at 586-5876 for more information
or to register or visit the website: www.scrantoncursillo.
homestead.com

MARRIAGE PROGRAMS
Your marriage deserves your attention, just like your
health, home, car, job. Attention to keep it healthy and
strong. Are you giving your marriage the attention it
needs? Consider a Marriage Encounter Weekend
www.wwme.org or a Retrouvaille Weekend.
www.helpourmarriage.org

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND
Know a marriage in trouble? Throw them a lifeline and
tell them about Retrouvaille, a Catholic program that

helps couples communicate once again (or for the first
time.) Even if separated or divorced, Retrouvaille can
help.
There will be an upcoming Retrouvaille (re tro vi —to
rediscover) program March 12-14 2010 at the Fatima
Renewal Center in Dalton .
The program concentrates on areas of :

Healthy communication

Conflict Management

Trust/ forgiveness Issues

Intimacy/Rediscovering the romance
For more information or to register please call 587 -
0415 or 1-800-470-2230 or the website WWW.
Retrouvaille.org . Registration deadline March 8,
2010

MOMS AND TOTS GROUP
Looking for interested participants in a monthly
moms/caregivers of toddlers fellowship group. Please
call Nettie at the parish office 586-1741 if interested.
Care-Giver Support
If you are interested in an elder parent care support group
please call Mona DelSole at 586-3344.

LAZARUS MINISTRY

The Lazarus Ministry is a group of volunteers to prepare a
meal for the bereaved family in The Gathering Room
(lower level of the Church) after the funeral of their loved
one. We can always use volunteers to help with the
cooking, setting up of the tables, serving the meal, and
cleaning up afterwards. All ages welcome. Please
consider helping out in any way possible. For more
information or to sign up call Nettie at 586-1741 or June
Burns at 586-2048.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Sunday Religious Education Program OLP School 9-
10:30am
In case of inclement weather please call the rectory at
587-1741 and follow the prompts to #5 holy day schedule
or check our website at www.OLSSB.com

FIRST EUCHARIST PARENT MEETING
There will be a parent meeting on  Wednesday
February 24 " OR Sunday February 28 " at 7:00 pm in
The Gathering Room. All parents are asked to atten d
one of these meeting dates.
FIRST COMMUNION ATTIRE
BOYS: DARK SUIT, WHITE DRESS SHIRT, DARK, OR
WHITE TIE, DRESS SHOES
GIRLS: WHITE/IVORY DRESS, VEIL OR FLOWER
HEADPIECE, DRESS SHOES.

WE HAVE DONATED NEW AND GENTLY WORN
DRESSES AND BOYS SUITS IN THE PARISH OFFICE.
ANYONE WISHING TO VIEW WHAT IS AVAILABLE
PLEASE CALL NETTIE AT THE PARISH CENTER OR
STOP BY THE PARISH OFFICE.

CONFIRMATION INFORMATION



March 1% is the deadline for all confirmation
requirements: Confirmation name, sponsor's name,
parish of sponsor, and sponsor card (if not a member of
Our Lady of the Snows/Church of St. Benedict, baptismal
certificate for candidate if not baptized at Our Lady of the
Snows/Church of St. Benedict, report on name taking for
Confirmation, and 30 hours of service completed and
recorded on service sheet.

CONFIRMATION RETREATS

The retreats are mandatory for all confirmation
candidates. If the candidate cannot attend their
scheduled retreat, they are allowed to attend the other
date scheduled.

FEBRUARY 27 RETREAT IS FOR CANDIDATES
RECEIVING CONFIRMATION ON APRIL 12™ . THIS
INCLUDES STUDENTS IN THE FOLLOWING
CLUSTERS: BECK, CROWLEY, DANOSKI, GEMBER,
HECKMAN, LIONETTI, AND STEVENS.

MARCH 6" RETREAT IS FOR THE CANDIDATES
RECEIVING ON APRIL 14™. THIS INCLUDES THE
FOLLOWING CLUSTERS; MINORA  ,MITCHELL
,ROVINSKY (SUNDAY OLP STUDENTS), TIERNEY,
PATRICIAN, AND OUR LADY OF PEACE SCHOOL 8™
GRADE STUDENTS.

The retreats will be held in the Gathering Room, lower
level of Our Lady of Snows Church. Students will be
measured for their confirmation robes and stoles will be
given at retreat. Information will follow in the mail in
beginning of February about retreats, interviews and
Penance Service for Confirmation.

CONFIRMATION SERVICE HOURS:
There will be several opportunities for parish service
hours during the next several weeks. Please call Nettie
or Steve at the parish office 586-1741 to have your name
placed on the list of students willing to help on these
service projects.

CONFIRMATION SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
Soup Suppers held Fridays during Lent 5:00-7:00pm in
The Gathering Room. To help out with set up and clean
up, and to offer to make a meatless soup, please call
Amy McKeon at 586-8436.
For other service opportunities call Steve Wallo at the
parish center 586-1741.

The youth ministry at Our Lady of the Snows is all
encompassing. Youth Ministry planning meetings are
every Thursday night starting at 6:30PM with a
general gathering and team meetings starting at
7:00PM. All High school students are welcome to
attend anytime.

Teen Mass
Our next youth Mass will be held on February 28th!
Join us as our students perform lively music, and
celebrate the Eucharist together. After the Mass well
be having dinner in the Gathering Room and a time a
fun and activities.

Who: Students in 8 ™ — 12" grade
and
their families
When: February 28th 2010
Time: 4:00PM to 6:00PM
Where: Our Lady of the Snows
Church

Franciscan Youth Conference 2010
WHEN: July 16" -18" 2010
WHAT: The conference combine
awesome talks, incredible music,
praise and worship, time for prayer
and fellowship, entertainment, and
anointed liturgies.
WHERE: Steubenville, OH
WHO: Students entering grades 9-12
in the Fall of 2009 — OR — be a 2010 High School
Graduate.
COST: $250 Cost includes: Conference fee, all meals
while at the conference, lodging on campus, round trip
bus transportation, 3 tee shirts, and orientation and
follow up retreat costs. Fund raising will be done in
order to bring down the cost as much as possible.
Scholarships are also available for students who want to
attend but cannot afford it.

Summer Mission Trips:
This year, Our Lady of the Snows will be offering two
summer mission trips to West Virginia to work with
Habitat for Humanity.

The first is for College Students and Young Adults. This
trip will be from May 23 - 29, 2010. There is room for 20
students, total. Cost will be approx $300.

The second trip is for students who have just graduated
g" grade to students who have just graduated high
school. This trip will be August 15 — 21, 2010 . There is
room for 30 students, total. Cost will be approx $330.

To register... a $100 deposit will hold your spot.
This is first come, first serve and space is limite d.

A Jamaica Mission trip to work with the Passionists
may be offered in the month of July for college
students and young adults. If interested in this
opportunity, contact Steve Wallo

Scheduled Events for 2009

February 27" Confirmation Retreat #1
February 28" ........ Teen Mass
March 6" ............ Confirmation Retreat #2

March 11-14" ......Vermont Ski Trip

Young Adults: THEOLOGY ON TAP
What: A monthly discussion series for young
adults, single, married, 18-40 yrs old.
Where: Armetta’s Pizza
When: February 23rd 2010
Time: 7PM — 8:30PM
Cover: $5 includes Pizza and wings







